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SUMMER LETTER

DEAR MEMBERS AND FRIENDS OF SHAMAYITA MATH

This year Friends Of Shamayita Math can celebrate its 10 years anniversary. The founding
general meeting was held February 22. 2010.

Here is the story behind. In 2006 Rotary had a huge international convention in Copenha-
gen-Malmg. Bente Hagelund hosted a rotarian from India, Madhumita Bishnu. They be-
came friends. In 2009 Bente's daughter Lise wanted to contribute to an area in need and
inspired by Madhumita, Bente and Lise spent some weeks at the Indian NGO (Non Gov-

ernmental Organization) Shamayita Math, which was situated in a poor rural area of West
Bengal. Later in 2009 Anne Mia Steno spent 6 months there writing her dissertation as well
as teaching at the convent school. All were impressed by the work done by Shamayita
Math and asked if they could contribute. The answer was that if people from Denmark
would contribute, the biggest wish was building of a village school.

The school at the inauguration in 2010



http://www.friendsofshamayitamath.dk/

In September 2010, this was written in our newsletter:

In the last newsletter, we told about the plans for building of a village school for scheduled
castes and santal tribal children in Dangapara, India. The present school has been a bamboo
construction, where the pupils have been sitting on a plastic cover on the ground. Each morn-
ing a teacher arrives on his bicycle bringing along blackboard and teaching materials. We
really wished to improve the conditions for these children and construct a solid building
which also had electricity. The village is in a rural area where most houses are built of clay
and a brick school building is considered as a sign of progress. The school was inaugurated
September 10. 2010.

Since then, we have collected funds for the school to acquire educational material, school
uniforms which is important and gives the kids and their parents pride. Even more im-
portant is a daily school meal. It is surprising to see how large a portion of rice and dhal
small children can consume.

One of the children’s mothers cook for them Until now lunch has been taken on the veranda, but
later in 2020 a lunch shed are planned to be build.

More than 30 persons from our organisation have visited Shamayita Math for a week or up
to six months. They have taught at the convent school, instructed in dental hygiene, helped
with agricultural programs, inspired local women in garment manufacturing, and several
other issues. Shamayita Math has been very appreciating of the Danes visiting - likewise
the Danish guests have learned a lot. We stand ready to assist if anybody would like to pay
a visit. (When the Covid-19 situation is under control).




This spring, we had planned for a cultural event. We did not succeed in finding a suitable
venue before the Covid-19 regulations prevented large groups to assemble and made the
issue moot.

The virus has also resulted in strict re-
strictions in India with lock-down and
social distancing. India is a very large
nation with big differences between
North and South and East and West.
There are many poor people and itis a
huge logistical challenge for the gov-
ernment to help them all.

The mothers at Shamayita Math have
observed that many people in the rural
areas have a misconception about the
disease. Panic about the people have
created a wrong belief among them so
it is difficult to get help from neigh-
bours or doctors even for illness not
connected to the virus. Out of panic
people are not going to hospitals or
private clinics.

Special teaching in the village

Many people have lost work and income. But worst affected are the migrant workers, who
have been stranded in various places. Shamayita Math has provided ration kits (rice, pulses,
potatoes, cooking oil, soap etc.) to people in the local district. They have been identifying
those who are not covered by government support. The garment manufacturing unit is
now producing cotton masks. The agricultural staff is supporting farmers and self help
groups to prepare for the rainy season and ensure needed harvest of foods so there will be
no shortage in the fall.

The Marang Buru school has been closed. But on requests from the parents, the teachers
have started teaching in the villages, in small groups, maintaining Covid-19 norms. The
students have been provided masks and handwash. You cannot provide virtual teaching
due to lack of laptops, mobile phones and internet access.




We had the annual general assembly February 8. The following were elected to the board.:

Chairman: Lars Fynbo

Secretary and treasurer: Bente Hagelund
Event Manager: Deepshika Daga
Volunteers and website: Lise Hagelund
Volunteers: Sarah Nissen.

Sas Nielsen decided to leave the board. | would like to thank her for the work she has done
for Friends of Shamayita Math.

In the year 2019, we have transferred 30.350 DKR to Shamayta Math of which 10.500 DKR
derive from the two big and successful cultural events.

8 of our members are sponsoring a student at our school.

Going out of 2019, we had 61 members. Not all have (yet?) renewed their membership, so
at the present we have 50 members. We would like to have more, so if you know a person
who could be interested, please tell them about the possibility. Information can be found
on our website: www.friendsofshamayitamath.dk

Thanks a lot to all of you for your support. | wish you and your families a good and safe
summer.

Lars Fynbo
Chairman




